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1970 Morris -My Carr

By Mert Fowlkes

The Morris Minor was a car produced in
Cowley, England, from 1948 through 1971.
Its style changed very little during that time -
much like the Volkswagen Beetle during its
lifespan, and, like the VW, it was very popu-
lar both at home and overseas.

In purely social terms, there was a need in
England immediately following World War
for a small, practical and economical family
car, and in basic economic terms, there was
an urgent need for a successful British-
made car which would boost export sales.
Australia was the largest export market for
the car, with the U.S. being the second larg-
est during its 22+ year lifespan. The boom
years for exports to the U.S. werel1957-
1961, with a total of 45,218 vehicles sold. In
1967, because of many new safety and pol-
lution requirements for U.S. cars, Morris Mi-
nor ceased exporting cars to this country.
Their sales volume had dropped off signifi-
cantly to the point that it did not justify tool-
ing for a special series of cars just for the
U.S. market. As a result, any 1968-1971
Morris Minor in the U.S. was imported by an
individual, not by a dealer.

The first Morris Minor built in 1948 was a
two-door sedan ("saloon," as they called it),
and the "woodie" station wagon (they called
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it the "Traveller") was introduced in late
1953. In the late 1960's, when it became
apparent that the motoring public wanted
something different, production was gradu-
ally discontinued, with the convertible
("Tourer") ending first in June 1969; the sa-
loon went next in November 1970; and the
Traveller (last but not least!) ceased pro-
duction in April 1971.

| imported my car in March 1980 from its
original owner in Hamilton, Bermuda. It is a
right-hand drive model, which makes it very

unique, but could be very useful if | ever got
a job as a rural mail carrier! It can also be
hand-cranked to start, in case of a weak
battery!

| experienced many regulatory problems
when | imported the car through Jackson-
ville, Florida, and, at one point, | thought |
would have to relinquish ownership and
have it exported to somewhere else (not
back to Bermuda), or have it crushed. The
Department of Transportation sent me
pages of regulations telling me to change
the glass, put padding on the dashboard,
rework the brake system to include a dual
master cylinder, install a buzzer in the igni-
tion switch, add amber and red side marker



1970 Morris Minor Traveller (Continued)

lights, plus many more things. But all of that
would have been easy compared to the ulti-
mate requirement: crash test it! The DOT
regulations for front end safety call for
crashing a car into a barrier to prove that
the doors won't fly open, etc., and then the
fuel system integrity test requires that the
car be bashed from the rear to prove that
the gas tank won't explode, etc. (remember
the Ford Pinto issue?).

The Environmental Protection Agency got
into the act also. They said | had to replace
the engine with a certified EPA-approved
engine from an MG Midget or an Austin-
Healey Sprite, with photos and affidavits to
confirm that the work was completed. And |
was given 120 days to do everything that |
have just mentioned! All of this was enough
to discourage anybody, needless to say,
and | thought | might have to give up. But
Lady Luck was with me!

Because of a series of governmental ad-
ministrative goofs, and a change in EPA
regulations in late 1980 that allowed a one-
time exemption per person to import a non-
gualifying vehicle, | ended up doing none of
the things that they originally said | had to

do. What a relief!

| have thoroughly enjoyed the car in its
original condition for the past 36 years, and
the only improvement I've made was to

have the car repainted the original color
(Bermuda Blue) about 30 years ago.

It's a lot of fun to drive, it's very economical
to drive (about 35 mpg highway), and it
wins awards occasionally at People's
Choice events. Its advertised top speed is
73 mph, but it likes to cruise at about 55! As
seen in the nearby photo, it completed a
Richmond Region Club tour to the Green-
brier Hotel in November 1992 (see Reggie's
1941 Nash dwarfing my car!).

My enjoyment today more than offsets the
anguish that | experienced for a few months
back in 1980, and I'm looking forward to
many more years of carefree ownership.



